RELATIVE GEOLOGIC TIME
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Modified from U.S. Geological Survey, Geologic Names Committee, 1972, and G. Ledyard Stebbins, Processes of organic evolution, 1966, Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Clifls, New Jersey.
* 11,000 years. Ziony et al., 1974, U.S. Geological Survey Map MF-585.

! ! ik N I [}
v I 1 £ T,
- i s G i
w ) _ it . ,..:.::__ﬁ ; i ol
it iy e T i
5 : S i :
Ao ; ﬁrﬁ 1
. "o . o I-I . 3
R iy it 1 HETT
SCRIAL I ! ] z ' ) - " .rI;I| : i I h '.I.
] " Sy e e A Sy N L]
k| SRS T
: A S I
i : J il
. i e ' _ ' AT
! | e e e R R A TR i i Tl b
H - . ; iy i L by, 2 1 L B B L E o -
_ _ | S L e i e e e i R 0

GEOLOGIC TIME SCALE
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TIME OF APPEARANCE OF DIFFERENT FORMS OF LIFE

Historic record in California, 200 years

Post-glacial period

Ice age, evolution of man.

Age of mammoths.

Spread of anthropoid apes.

Origin of more modern families of mammals, grazing animals.

Origin of many modern families of mammals, giant mammails.

Origin of most orders of mammals, early horses.

Appearance of flowering plants; extinction of dinosaurs at end; appearance of a few modern orders and

families of mammals.

Appearance of some modern genera of conifers; origin of mammals and birds; height of dinosaur

evolution.

Dominance of mammal-like reptiles.

Appearance of modern insect orders.

Dominance of amphibians and of primitive tropical forests which formed coal; earliest reptiles.

Earliest amphibians.

Earliest seed plants; rise of bony fishes.

Earliest land plants.

Earliest known vertebrates.

Appearance of most phyla of invertebrates.

Origin of life; algae, worm burrows.

Estimated age of earth.




